INTRODIJCTION
A number of studies on the rhizocephalan barnacle Loxo~hylacus m a n u s Boschma parasitizing the blue crab, Cdlinecres sapidus, in the Gulf of Mexico have been published in the last several decades describing: temporal and geographic variation in prevalence (Adkins 1972, Hochberg et al. 1992 , Lhzaro-Chhveset al. 1 996), host size distribution (Christmas 1969 , Adkins 1972, Ragan and Matheme 1974), morphological modifications of hosts (Reinhard 1950, Alvarez and Calderbn E996) , and the relationship between host size and parasite size (Wardle and Tirpak 194 1) . The interest in the effect ofthis parasite on the commercially important blue crab is renewed whenever a new outbreak is detected (Wardle and Tirpak 1991) and few long-term prevalence records have been kept (O'Brien and Overstreet 199 I covariate, FI,,,,,, = 26.09, P < 0.0001) were not homogeneous even when the weight values of the 4 categories of crabs overlapped extensively in the 80-1 10 m m of carapace width interval. Unparasitized males had the highest slope, followed respectively by unparasitized females, parasitized males, and parasitized females.
Of the I 1 1 parasitized C. rarhbunae, 19 (I 3.12%) were feminized (12 males and7 females), and 92 (82.880/))bore extemae (SO maks and 42 females). The number ofparasite extemae per hostvaried fromone to four: 64.86%hadone, 14.4 I % had two, 2.7% had three, and 0.9% had four. The observed pattern did n~t conform to a Poisson (random) distribution (Table I ) and may reflect an aggregated pattern since the observed frequencies ofmultiple externae are much higher than expected and the coefficient of dispersion is greater than one (CD = 1.45). Throughout the year, the relative frequencies of internal (feminized hosts), immature, and mature parasites did not seem to follow a defined pattern (Figure 6 ) .
DISCUSSTON
In Alvarado Lagoon, C. ratkbunaewas the main host for L. texanus, even though C. sapidus was localEy abundant. CaSIinectes rathbunae was parasitized by L. rexanus only south of Casitas, Veracruz (Alvarez and Calderbn 1996) . To the north, throughout roughly halfof its distribution range, the C. rarhbunae population was not found to carry L. texanus. Examination ofcollections of crabs from Tamiahva Lagoon, north of Casitas, has shown that while L. texanusprevalence in C. sapidus can reach 5 I .5%, no C. rathbunae are known to be parasitized in the area (Llzaro-ChBvez et al. 1996)-In contrast, in Alvarado Lagoon, only 5 C. sapidw were found parasitized throughout the present study, while prevalence in C. rathbunae reached 23.68%.
Most rhizocephalans exhibit a loose specificity, commonly parasitizing 2 or more closely-related host species, often ofthe samegenus (Hereg 19953 . Conditions that may promote new host species acquisition when a host species and a closely related potential host species 
